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Nominations closing soon for Community Sector Ball and Awards 
Only 11 days are left until nominations close for the inaugural Community Sector Ball and Awards Night. Northern Rivers community members are strongly encouraged to nominate a community services worker before October 28 for one of the seven awards that will be announced at the Ball and Awards Night on November 5. This is the only time of the year that community service workers will receive community recognition and prizes for the extraordinary work they do in providing care, assistance, support and advocacy for many people in our community who face hardship.
Janelle Saffin, Member for Page will be sitting on the Community Sector Awards Judging Committee, along with Jan Barham, Byron Mayor; Jenny Dowell, Lismore Mayor and former president of NRSDC; Ian Tiley, Chair of Regional Development Australia Northern Rivers and Ben Roche, Head of Office of Regional Engagement, Southern Cross University.

As a member of  the judging panel , Ms Saffin is looking forward to seeing plenty of nominations submitted by members of the public for these hotly contested awards.
“The Northern Rivers region has a vibrant community sector, with paid workers and volunteers helping thousands of people every day, often the most needy in our community," Ms Saffin said. " Now here’s the chance to show our appreciation by nominating community service workers for these awards.  And if you work in the sector, you can nominate that colleague who you think deserves a medal for what they do." 
Ian Tiley, Chair of Regional Development Australia who is also on the judging panel is pleased to be able to support the community sector with these awards. 
"The community services industry has made a significant contribution to the local region," Mr Tiley said. "Research from RDA Northern Rivers reveals that the health and community services sector is the second largest employer in the region and the fastest growing one. Our region is a desirable retiree destination and we see that as a wonderful opportunity for future employment in the community services in our region."
The Community Sector Ball and Awards Night is an inaugural event to celebrate and recognise the important work of hundreds of community service sector workers across the North Coast region.  For more information on the awards, to download a nomination form or buy tickets, visit the website http://www.nrsdc.org.au/ball.
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