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Community Sector Ball Awards finalists announced
After careful deliberation by a panel of judges, including Lismore Mayor Jenny Dowell, Page MP Janelle Saffin, RDA NR Chair Ian Tiley and Ben Roche from SCU, a selection of Northern Rivers community services workers have been short-listed as finalists for the Community Sector Ball Awards. Award winners will be announced at the Community Sector Ball and Awards Night on Saturday, November 5 and major prizes will be presented by award sponsor North Coast Community Housing. For a  full listing of short-listed nominees or to buy tickets to the Ball visit the website www.nrsdc.org.au/ball. 

Manager of North Coast Community Housing, John McKenna will be at the ball and awards night to hand out the major prizes to winners.

"These awards are important because they give recognition to people working in the community sector who don't often get acknowledgement for the work they do," Mr McKenna said. "These nominees are people who often plug away from day to day,  working in the trenches in what is often a difficult area to work in, providing care, assistance, support and advocacy for many people in our community who face hardship."
The judges of the award nominees found it challenging to select the winners, as the standard of nominees in each of the categories was very high. In fact, they were so impressed by one nominee, a new category of Private Sector Partner was created to recognise the nominee's contribution to the local community.
Award finalists are listed as follows:
Finalists: Serious Award Categories 

1.  Most Inspirational
Natalie Meyer, Nimbin Neighbourhood Centre; Angela Pollard, Northern Rivers Community Legal Centre; Greg Telford, Rekindling the Spirit; Jenny London, RED Inc; Gabrielle Le Bon, NRSDC; Colleen Thomas, Northern Rivers Community Transport.
2.  Above and Beyond the Call of Duty
Ross Murray, Byron Community Centre; Amber McBride, Fairy Princess and volunteer extraordinaire; Nat Meyer, Nimbin Neighbourhood centre; Youth Activities Yamba, Volunteer Staff Team
3.  In the Line of Fire
Simone Verdon, Byron Emergency Accommodation Project; Marie Hainut, Lismore & District Family Support; Youth Connection North Coast and Reconnect Team(s); Katie Thompson, Salvation Army Byron Bay.
4.  Centre of the Universe
David Sweet, Byron Community Centre; Interrelate Northern Rives CSO Team; Vivienne Watt, NRSDC; Darlene Cook, Northern Rivers Community Legal Centre.
Finalists: Not So Serious Award Categories

1.  Keep the Bastards Laughing
Cat Seddon, Byron Community Centre; Brett "Julia Gillard" Paradise, NRSDC
2.  Best Media or Public Gaff
Jinky Mactal
3.  Superhero
Leisa Davidson, the Uncles Project; Pippy Wardell, Byron Community Centre.
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