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Embargoed until November 6, 2011
Community Sector Ball Award Winners
The following Community Sector Ball Award winners will be announced on Saturday, November 5 at the Community Sector Ball and Award Night at Byron Community Centre. For more information about the Community Sector Awards, visit the website www.nrsdc.org.au/ball. 
Community Sector Ball Awards recognise the exceptional and extraordinary work done by volunteers and workers in the community services sector of the Northern Rivers, from Grafton to Tweed Heads.  These volunteers and workers help thousands of people every day, yet receive little recognition for their work in providing care, assistance, support and advocacy for many people in our community who face hardship. Our whole community benefits from the skill and commitment of these tireless workers. The inaugural Community Sector Ball and Awards recognises thanks and rewards these organisations and individuals for their vital and outstanding contributions to our community.

Members of the judging panel included: Janelle Saffin, Member for Page; Ian Tiley, Chair of Regional Development Australia Northern Rivers; Jenny Dowell, Mayor of Lismore; and Ben Roche, Director of the Officer of Regional Engagement Southern Cross University.  Jenny Dowell, convenor of the panel will also be at the Ball. 
“The standard of nominee was exceptionally high and was very challenging to select finalists and winners,” Ms Dowell said. "They all deserved an award and it was almost unfair to single out individuals.  To decide between such closely matched participants, the panel agreed that preference should be given to people who had been working for longer periods of time in the sector and/or who had worked in many organisations.”
The inaugural awards were sponsored by North Coast Community Housing and Regional Development Australia Northern Rivers.  

Winners: Serious Award Categories 

1.  Most Inspirational

This award recognises the inspirational staff who make the community services sector an exciting and inclusive place to work. They may be responsible for developing innovative programs and may bring acceptance of difference and diversity within the workplace through staffing, or within client profiles. This worker may embrace new ways to get people in the community involved or advocate for client or workplace rights.
Winner: Colleen Thomas, Northern Rivers Community Transport.
In what was an outstanding and tight field, the judges were impressed by Colleen’s length of service to the sector, her work establishing the Aboriginal Transport program in NSW; her ability to create a warm harmonious workplace and the very high regard with which she is held by her peers across the sector. No-one has ever had a bad word to say about Colleen.  She is a quiet achiever who gets extraordinary results and is loved throughout the community.
2.  Above and Beyond the Call of Duty
This award recognises the contribution made by volunteers who work tirelessly to make the world a better place. It may be a volunteer frontline worker who works round the clock, or one who sits on a governing board. Volunteers are the lifeblood of community organisations.

Winners: Youth Activities Yamba, Volunteer Staff Team; AND 
Nat Meyer, Nimbin Neighbourhood centre
The panel chose two winners for this award; both exceptional people who had achieved amazing results in their local communities where others have tried and failed.

· Nat Meyer, was recognised for her extraordinary commitment to building resilience in Nimbin, including: getting buildings for community groups; helping the town to achieve solar energy self sufficiency; building food security; and a myriad other achievements that go well beyond the part time part role as coordinator of the Neighborhood centre. We don’t think that she sleeps. 

· Youth Activities Yamba, Volunteer Staff Team.  The Youth Activities, Volunteer Staff Team in Yamba have been chosen for their extraordinary success in engaging positively with young people in the Pippi Beach community.  They are always there for the community and greatly appreciated. 
3.  In the Line of Fire
A frontline worker who makes a difference in the field to the lives of people in our community, often in difficult circumstances. It could be an outreach, support or intake worker providing much needed services to clients or one who works with other community services organisations.
Winner: Katie Thompson, Salvation Army Byron Bay.
In a town that has amongst the highest level of homelessness in regional NSW, people like Katie are vital.  She was chosen for the great results she gets in developing trust with people who use the cottage, and the way she demonstrates respect and compassion for clients, volunteers and colleagues. 
4.  Centre of the Universe

This award is an opportunity to recognise the huge contribution the ‘quiet achievers’ behind the scenes make to the community services sector. Non-profits of all sizes rely on effective infrastructure and management support staff and partners, however these ‘quiet achievers’ are rarely in the forefront of an organisation’s profile. None of the success of non-profits could be achieved without professional and effective finance, administration, IT and human resource management staff working to support the delivery of a wide range of community services.
Winner: Darlene Cook, Northern Rivers Community Legal Centre.
Darlene has been working for the Legal Centre since 1994, she is the real deal.  Judges were impressed by her 'unique ability to squeeze the last drop of juice out of every drop of funding' and her commitment to the rights and aspirations of people who use NRCLC. No community organisation can operate without people like her, and we wish we could give an award to each and every one of them.
5. New Category: Private Sector Partner
The judges they were so impressed by this nominee, they created a new category of Private Sector Partner to recognise her contribution to the local community.  

Winner: Carol Mclean, Sisleys Motel, Lismore
The heartfelt nomination for Carol McLean, manager of Sisley's motel, combined with wide community knowledge of her work to help homeless young people, motivated the Judges to create a new category of award, 'Private Sector Partner', purely so that they could give it to Carol.
Winners: Not So Serious Award Categories

1.  Keep the Bastards Laughing
Regardless of how difficult things get or how hard the job is, this person keeps laughing, bringing smiles to the faces of co-workers and brightening the day for everyone around them.

Winner: Cat Seddon, Byron Community Centre.
2.  Best Media or Public Gaff
Keep your eyes on the newspapers, radio and TV and nominate the best typo, misquote or comment from someone in the community services sector. Self -nominations are encouraged , because sometimes only you know how silly that really was.
Winner: Jinky Mactal aka 'Elvis'
For her Elvis impersonation at this year's equal pay rally.  It's always good to be the only nominee.
3.  Superhero
Faster than profile change, more flexible than a political commitment ... it's social service superhero. By night, this worker might be a parent. By day, they transform into social service super hero, sitting on multiple committees and changing the world with a single word or action.

Winner: Leisa Davidson, the Uncles Project.
MEDIA CONTACTS: 

Liina Flynn, Communications Officer, Northern Rivers Social Development Council
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Tony Davies, CEO, Northern Rivers Social Development Council

Phone: 6620 1808 or 0438 222 636

Website: www.nrsdc.org.au

Phone: 6620 1800
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