NORTHERN RIVERS HOUSING FORUM TERMS OF REFERENCE
Purpose
The Northern Rivers Housing Forum has been established to highlight housing issues and needs, identify challenges, and determine innovative and sustainable approaches to address these issues across the region. This regional forum also allows for ongoing discussion and dissemination of relevant information amongst key stakeholders, provides opportunity for partnerships and collaboration as well as research and policy development.
Through participation in the Northern Rivers Housing Forum members will:
· Develop an understanding of the current and future housing needs in the region

· Identify particular housing needs emerging for different population groups and/or geographic areas

· Identify opportunities to address regional housing needs consistent with Local Government Social Plans and the Mid North Coast and Far North Coast Regional Strategies
· To liaise closely with the Regional Coordination Management Group to maximise cross agency opportunities and information exchange
· Provide guidance in relation to the development of local housing strategies and policies

· Provide a mechanism to exchange information between the region and relevant State and Federal Government Departments and non government organisations

· To facilitate the production and dissemination of information on relevant issues 

· Advocate and lobby for better housing affordability and accessibility outcomes in the region
· Advocate for adequate funding for existing homeless support services and for financial support to develop new innovative local approaches to homelessness.
 

Membership
· The forum has representation from the seven Local Government Areas of Ballina, Byron, Clarence Valley, Kyogle, Lismore, Richmond Valley and Tweed.

· Membership is open to any group or individual who supports the purpose of the Northern Rivers Housing Forum

Forum Structure
· A core group (Executive) meets every six weeks to drive the Northern Rivers Housing Forum.
· Working groups will be drawn from the Northern Rivers Housing Forum membership to progress specific actions as identified by full forum meetings that will be held at least 3 times per year at varying locations.
